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Part One: Description:
1. Imagine how you would feel if you were in the scenario
Being in Japan is a pleasant experience, and because it is not my home country, I am supposed to respect Japanese traditions. Therefore, I would feel okay with the whale meat on the restaurant menu because it is part of their culture despite the criticism. As a foreigner in another country, we should respect their traditions. Culture helps to define a group of people.
2.  Describe your reaction(s) to the situation. How do you feel about it? What is your initial reaction?
Many controversies have risen against whaling. Some people argue that whales are intelligent creatures, which is why they should not be consumed (Hoyt, 2016). Their argument may imply that all other creatures are not wise; hence they should be eaten. But my argument is that humans should treat all animals equally and with respect. They play an essential role by providing us with food. Therefore, I feel that whaling in Japan should continue as it is a source of food and income. However, in case of whale creatures become an endangered species, I might consider my argument. But without enough scientific proof, I argue that whale meal should be present in the Japanese restaurant menu.
3. How might you handle this situation at the restaurant? 
It is challenging to stop practicing your own culture as it has been practiced since you were a child. There are some parts of the globe where eating certain animals is forbidden while eating others is allowed. For example, eating whales in Japan is part of their culture (Arch, 2016). Telling them to remove the meal from the menu is showing disrespect to their culture. Therefore, I would not interfere with the menu but leave it as it is. 
Part Two: Interpretation and Reflection:
1. Reflect on the cultural aspects of the scenario presented
I highly appreciate that whaling is one of the ancient Japanese customs. We should respect the fact that environment, habitat, and geography contribute to the growth of the culture (Chen et al., 2020). The Japanese consumption of whales arises because of where they are situated geographically (Holtzman, 2016). Therefore, eating whales has become part of their culture.  However, some research shows that the globe is in danger of losing aspects of our own culture due to globalization.
Moreover, some research argues that whales are endangered species, which contradicts the findings of those who say that some whale species thrive as natural resources ("Natural resources," 2021). Therefore, Japanese whaling culture can be maintained. And to continue the Japanese traditions of eating whales, it should be continued even if it is done on a small scale so that the next generations can inherit the custom. 
2. Do people outside of culture have the right to criticize that culture's values or beliefs? Why or why not?
People outside of culture have the right to criticize that culture's values or beliefs if they are wrong. For example, most African cultures support the practice of female genital mutilation (Odukogbe et al., 2017). The procedure involves removing the woman's external genitalia either partially or totally. When women undergo the procedure, the culture allows them to get married. The procedure has been linked to many side effects; for instance, it might cause death in some cases. I feel that questioning such a practice is okay even though it is challenging to end it as the culture protects it. 
On the other hand, people outside do not have the right to criticize cultural values or beliefs. Cultural practices drive meaning to society (Baseel, 2015). They help distinguish between evil and righteousness in society, thus ensuring that the community is morally upright. The above is in relation to the concept of cultural relativism which maintin that people should understand every culture in totality without making unnecessary judgnment on its standards. 
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